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Estimated Gold Output of Yavapai County for 1895, 3,000,000. Mid-Summ- er Mining' Edition, 1895. Issued by the Commissioner of Immigration of Yavapai County.

AN OLD REGION
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THE MINERAL BELT THAT TIME IS
UNRAVELLING FOR PEOPLE TO
SEEK AND FIND.

WHAT MAY TRUTHFULLY BE SAID
OF PRESCOTT AND THE MINES
AROUND IT.

It seems strange and unreasona-
ble in this daj of enlightenment
and progress that man will persist
in clinging tenaciously to that
cherished in some old custom, and
on the other hand follow so assidu-
ously that which has faintly to
trace it in that of only a bewilder-
ing tradition, as is noticeable in his
eagerness to trot from one end of
the globe to the other in search of
the yellow metal. Yet they do so.
Again, it would seam that men
would eventually tire of a cause
that has associated to it the hard-
ships and privations of a life so fa-

miliar to all, and blessed only with
the fascination that faces him step
by step as he seeks to fathom the
riches always to follow him. But
they do not. Such is the history
of mining. From the days of
Niza, the old Spanish padre, who,
as far back as 1600 led his small
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band of ardent explorers on and
through tho identical hills and
ravines which to-d- ay may be seen
from any point in irrescott to searcu

KM or tne seven cuies oi oiuuia, auu
an thfl riches of cold and silver
hich tradition said they treasured
from the prophecy of Humboldt
at the present centurv would see

the minerals of that belt m which
o of to-da- y are in the midst of

startle the world and on and down
to that contained in something a
little more in touch with human
doings and individual ambition of a
later day, by the entry of Weaver
and his party in the early 60's to a
section that still sacredly boars his
name, and which has yielded fabu-
lous sums since that era, the his-

tory of mining in Yavapai has been a
fascinating and interesting one.
It differs from that, however, which
the49er still cherishes and prates
over in hackneyed tones of splen-
dor; it bears none of the characteris-
tic life and iobborv incidental to a
Comstock; the "boom" and rush of
a Leadville or a Tombstone here has
Jiot been known, and "Busted Bodie"
has not as vet been applied to this
section. While to the keen and
wary, the principles contained in a
jaushroom life which many of that
ilk seem to prosper and thrive on
more successfully thau they do by
"staying with tho game," are un-
known and have not as yet seized
this clime, the growth of this sec-
tion as a mineral producer has been
sure and stAadv on tha other hand.

if Perhaps it has been too slow for
7 that matter, but tho era which the

worn out Hassayamper cherished
ia Ufa to see and grasped at as ho
passed over the divide, is dawning.
The oldest mines, those which carry
one back in memory to the flush
and gopd old davs when nuggets
"were said to blossom on the plaza,
and fat government contracts wero
to be had for their asking, are being

worked over and ovor again, and
strange as it may appear, they were
the first to be abandoned because
the extravagance of the early pio- -
uuors cuuiu oniy De sauaiea witn
that degree of wealth known but to
(Jolonel belle rs and his "millions in
Z I II "CI J mAit. .rruiu wat uay, or in xooo
when one of the first Arizona mines,
located in Big Bug district, secured
recognition by a government patent,
up to the present time, nothing re-
markable in general has transpired
lo heat this section to a boom, and
as is unusually the case, later to
react in curses, a phase of mining
life so familiar to the west in its
life of the past half century. The
growth of the mining industry
around Prescott, or the sudden ad-
vancement of the same to the pro-
portions it now assumes as a gold
producing region, is a very peculiar
one, and one also which has attached
to it that known in the agitation
now epidemic in the we3t so vicious-
ly, as due solely and unresorvodly
to the fate of silver. Previous to
the "gold bug" era, the "free" mines
or the "concentrating" propositions
were passed over, simply because
surface indications or croppings
were delusive, and the sister metal
was favored because from tho "grass
roots" it wont down, and was there-
fore given tho standard in mining
life of that day. From that era or
up to that which people seem so
distressed at, gold mining in Yava-
pai was of that order known famil-
iarly as "few and far between."
With the collapse of tho white me-
tal, however, the incredulous of that
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day who believed for tho time that
the bottom had fallen out of the
country, every district that had a
trace of gold in it was again the
sceue of renewed activity, slow and
discouraging at first, but later re-

volving itself into a bonified busi-
ness proposition. Tho cause of the
white metal, however, is still sacred-
ly cherished in devotion by the
mining element here as it is

and with just triumph
which is sure to come in a day
measured by justice to all men, the

of tho scene can but faint-
ly be comprehended by that which
is to be seen to-d-ay around us.

Whatever may be said of Prescott
to-da- y as it faces modern
with a fair degree of advancement
and progress, it is the same Prescott
that existed back in tho days
when a burro trail crossed the plaza,
because in that day it was a mining
camp, kept alive by those who recog-

nized it as a center, and to this time,
it still enjoys and fosters the same
belief. Mining has beckoned to her
door the railroad, the capitalist, the
hncinnv; man. the farmer, the home
seeker, and others, and to them all
she gives and never takes in return.
No city over existed under tho iden-

tical which until a few
years ago seemingly hovored over
the mountain town, hanging in tho
balance as it were, its fate. If
wiped out in a night and forsaken
in a day, the scene could only have
bean by the tales told over
and oyer again when men "packed
up their duds in a champaign bas-

ket" and left White Pino for once
and for over. Tbo stability of the
of tho town which is por
trayed on this page, is not as

as some am led to believe
after being informed of tho past.
Back of her lhe mines aro here,
and without further ado or introduc-
tion, they are speaking in tones which
gfcill attract the oldest timer and

forcibly impress tho nowoss comer.
When indisputable facts are men-
tioned as the geographical location
this section gave to tho
investor and the lack of proper fa-

cilities in a past day to conveniently
roach us or readily connect our min-
eral products with established cen-
ters blessed with reduction or othor
works to handle our goods, it is sur-
prising to grasp the distant days
gone, of loss than a decade ago and
noto tho changes daily coming to
face us with the stern reality of the
present. In 1887 tho first iron horse
was and with its advent
came the first gold hunters from
tho outside. .Tho beginning wa3
really a magnificent one, as to tho
better of the day can bo accredited
tho bettor of the deed, for later, in
1893, tho presont railroad, known as
the Santa Fe, Prescott and Phonix,
eager also to tap the mineral won-
ders along its route canfe With
it and the change which it has
wrought, an progress to
a community that welcomes it has
followed its building and operation.

From this brief retrospect of tho
prevailing conditions surrounding
this city but a fewvears ago, and the
antiquated methods the mining

had to contend with in hand-
ling their the present
echoes back to the gloomy
past. Who among tho cur-
ious of to-da- y can go to tho new
and marvelous Chaparral, and leave
it fear: to the old and sterling Brad- -
shaws, and desert it without beintr
fascinated; and to the rugged and
forlorn Santa Maria, without facing
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its privations in cheer. These dis-
tricts, and the ones tributary to
them, cover, in their mineral sphere,
a catacomb of treasure known, it
would seem, only to some past age,
and guarded, as it wore, by the
mysticism which hovers over and
around them. No section of tho
mineral region of the union can face
the area surrounding Prescott, in
character and volume, nor, for that
matter, can its wealth be comparod.
To tho disputatious can but one an-
swer be givon, however, and that is
simply that tho pursuit, is in its in-
fancy, the greatness of which has as
yet been cherished by few.

Very favorable features surround-
ing Prescott in the pursuit of min-

ing, may be mentioned the abund-
ance of wood in nearly every district
and the ready supply of water that
can bo developed at a nominal cost,
wherein sufficient quantities are had
for milling or other reduction pur-cesse- s.

The timber question here is
solved, also, aud is probably ono of
the most importaut, for to the ab-sen-co

of this ono article, must a
great and probably a necessary ex-

pense, attach itself. The mildness
of the climate also is a desirable
element, tho loss of time through
inclement weather never being ex-

perienced.
Outside capital, as yet, has done

but little to forward this section,
but whore such has come and legiti-
mately operated, tho present stride
and activity which heralds others to
como and do likewise, is justly roap-in- g

its reward.
The average district has been a

poor man's proposition from the
grass roots, aud not until recent
has it been deemod advisablu- - o
necessary to reloago Jnm fbrn it, or,
for that matter, determine its ex-

tent or oxnet its riches. In doing
this, or successfully solving a prob-
lem that bafiles in its tho
shrewdest of men who claim to be

able to look into tho bottom of tho
earth, and see its riches from sur-
face indications, tho one indisputa-
ble question comes suddenly and
flagrantly to face the Hassayampor
and the so called, and
that is, "sink on it." It is tho medi-cin- o,

so to speak, and the oldest
patients to-da-y are the ones that
vorify it in a mining sense. The
immenso minos of Jerome "hung
fire" for many years. Tho Little
Jeasio ground was worn out with
a burro trail for a quarter of a cen-
tury, tho noble Congress laid dis-
tressingly silent for yoars, the Shel-
don and othor properties had petered
out, tho Crowned King was a doli-ca-te

one, and so on and on, wero the
same doleful notes pi a rod on the
old-tim- e fiddle until it would seem
the country was to bo given back to
Him who doomed it more of a curse
to mankind thau a benefit to His
realm.

The change which time, in its
fleeting way, has wrought, is now
presented to them liko it was before,
and is made only the moro inviting
by that which they must readily un-
derstand when they face it. When
one has passed the greator portion
of his existence among tho scones so
familiar with mining around Pres-
cott, and weighs its past in the same
balance ho would the presont, who
among tho oldest of tho old-time- rs

will dare to pass ovor in this genera-
tion, that "formation" which he so
vohemently condemned back in '6M,

and which somo tenderfoot recently
lit onto and made a "homo stake"
out of. The lesson in this regard
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may bo a costly one to tho men who
still insist on the folly of following
is, but it is true, nevertheless, and no
fairer argument can be presented
than by stating that the mines the
ones that had their first location
plaster pasted on the "center" are
the ones to-da-y which are the stand-by- s

and up a second Den-
ver. Such, in brief, is tho history of

around Prescott, and if tho
old are to be judged by the new,
and thero is no reason why they
should not, what better field can
capital select than Prescott and the
mines around it.

"A 1 FELT WANT

SOME ASTONISHING FACTS AND FIG-URE- S

TO PROVE IT.

AND STRAWS WHICH SHOW THE

CURRENT IN THE MINERALZONE,

To state with any degree of ac-

curacy the value of precious metals
produced in this section of Arizona,
previous to the advent of the rail-
road, is simply out of tho question,
as no records of shipments have been
kopt to coyer that Since
that era, however, or since the com-
pletion of the Santa, Fe, Proscotli &
Phenir Railroad to this oityauii
also tho capital, an exact ideo ban bo
had of tho nrogptirJir attending
mining iQtewaU hereabouts, and tho
dulCorc0 of miners, to a certain ex-

tent this road furnishes in an uncon-trovertab- le

way, that is simply start-
ling, when considered aud looked
into, in addition also to tho number
of mills that are daily in oporatiou,
but inadequate, nevertheless, to suc-

cessfully handle ore. Through the

courtesyjof F. A. Healy, the general
and passenger agont of the

above system, tho following figures
aro givon publicity as offering sup
port to gold mining in this region,
and encouragement to to
handle tho product at home:

Statement showing shipments of
ore from Prescott from May l, l89o,
to April 30, 1995 :

toskaoe;
Sir month endlnir Oct. 30, 1893 '07
Sir months ondinc April 30, 1B91 557
Six months ending Oct. SO, ISM 2U9
Bir months ending April 30, lKD 302 1

Total 6287

Memo, year ending April 30, lSW "6 1

Memo, year ending April SO, 1KB 5523

Inciease 4750
In addition to the above, William

Claypool, of tho Prescott Sampling
Works, states that the receipts of
gold bearing ore in tonnage, at that
plant, so far in 1895, equals, if not
exceeds, that of silver ore handled
at any time in past years.

This showing is romarkable, not
so much so on account of tho in-

crease in amount of ore handled
during tho last six months by tho
abovo compauy, but it shows the
richness the same must bear to
stand tho expenso of mining, and
the greater expense to transport it
to such centers as Kansas City, Den-
ver or Pueblo. When Yavapai coun-
ty can produce ore of tho value tho
abovo must contain, why should not
her only product bp worked right at
homo without going to the abovo
centers dav after day on a mission
simply of tribute? The question of
reduction works for this section ,
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seems the more vital problem to us
at the present, than the existence of
the mines themselves, from the fact
the above figures convey. Tho
hck of common reduction works,
necessitates the shipping of the
above character of ores from this
city regularly, and until capital is
enterprising enough to recognize the
inducements open in this field, the
more will it grow in volume, and
the less also will our va3t resources
bo known. Tho situation of Pres-
cott is unliko that of Denver, San
Prancisco, Omaha, New York, Chi-
cago, or the other centers that bid
for tho oro of every section. Here
wo have the mines within a day's
reach by even the slowest paok train
method, and in addition to that,
thousands of tons of ore that will
not bear tho expense of thousands
miles of transportation and other
charges, which go with its handling
and reduction, necessarily, will here
find a cheaper and also a more will-
ing outlet. Labor aud fuel aro
equally as cheap hero as in the
abovo cities, while tho cost of desir-
able locations, etc., is but nominal.
Probably the prettiest featuro of
Proscott's plea for reduction works,
lays in its central location, made bo
since January last by tho completion
of tho north and south road through
Arizona. This has brought ua to
tho very door of ovory mining com-
munity in tht? Territory, and to
reack .us tue farthost mine could
Uei find an outlet for its product
that competition could- - not face
otherwise. No more desirable loca
tion is open for the inauguration at
once of good reduction worlds, that
tho central location we pride our
solvos on, and also, in a field that is
yet untouched by a similar enter-
prise. The possibilities of tho min-

eral country around us in a radins
of but fifty miles, aro only in their
virgin state, and tho progress of
development, backed also with a

genuine eagerness of men with lim-
ited capital to acquire ground to
outlay their money on, certainly
corroborates this view, and substan-
tiates it to the extent the increase of
oro shipments give. The progress
in mining to follow the fauildin
of the above railroad, aside from tho
fact of the oro it has handled, has
been simply unheard of, and since
its advent, or through its channels
our mineral resources' aro being
daily grasped at. To-da- y no room
for doubt exists for its fu-
ture, and within tho next few
yearn one of tho greatest revivals
the country has ever seen in its min-
ing life will bo experienced in and
around tho Mountain (ilt.v. Thn
sole question that faces tho present,
iu lb mil iuu 1UIUIU) 19 lO CUHTeul- -
entlv and riroBtnhlv hitnilla fV
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and with its solution, the moro rapid
wiu mines go aown and tha greater
will be their product.

It may not be improper to state
hero, in justification of the minoral
outDUt of this immndfnta
the evidence that is furnished in t
valuo of oro shipments like the
obove. that no credit is trivnn Ari
zona for such, but on the other hand,
centors like Omaha, Kansas City,
Denver, Pueblo and El Paso, each
swell the annual returns of their
stato, with that which comes to them
directlr from this ftnaMnn. ft. ;

abuse which must be tolerated, how
ever, ana seems to sting still deeper
a country that is unfortunately
throttled in its aims and in if forma
because it cannot take care oi its
mineral product at home.
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IN BEAUTY AND DURABILITY THEY

ARE INCOMPARABLE.

A PROMINENT FEATURE OF OUR HID-

DEN WEALTH.

Diverting for the time from tho
sentiment that gives this issue some-
what of a sameness, we ask the
reader to go to new and other
fields in his consideration of our
earthly treasures, and glance for a
moment at our resources in a kin-
dred pursuit. In doing so one must
not infer that the diamond excite-
ment of 72 is to bo sprung on him
again, nor for that matter, is his
fanoy to be tickled by tho precious
"pearl of Pekan" incidents. TJU

more, to tho , tireless gold-hunt- er

than to any other cause tho
accidental uncovering of deposits
of slone and onvx, has como to face
this section, and through, it the in-

telligence of mankind, has been
and the. ountry made,

more varied in the line of its natural
rosources. la the character of build-
ing and ornamental stone none show
thor magnificence moro freely,, and!
none have attracted
tion here, as elsewhere, thaa can be
said of

One ot tho richest and probably m tb
most remarkb)o Biological formation in tue
world is tliit constituting the Anion Onji
Quarries, about twoatj-fiv- o miles eontheMt ot
Vreseott, Arizona, Originally the crater of a
volcano, the waters of a mighty geyeer, haTiIy
rtrnKml with carbonate of lime. hiTa DCiorea
over an area of nearly two hundred acres, and.


